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Opening Christian Nyampeta How To
Live Together, Radius
on Friday April 4 at 5 pm
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How To Live Together is the evocative title that Christian Nyampeta (1981) has
given to his long-term exploration of collective forms of living together that leave
room for the pursuit of personal desires and solitary actions.

The title How To Live Together is derived from a series of lectures held by Roland
Barthes at the Collège de France in 1977, in which the French writer and
philosopher further developed his ideas about a community in which every
individual has the right to live according to his own rhythm, without being
expelled by the group.

 

 

His presentation at Stroom Den Haag consists of a variety of offerings and gatherings
around a radio station, in an installation with self-made musical instruments and an
expanse of texts and images that cover a wall of the exhibition space. The result is an
associative and generous exchange of sounds, tones, soft rustlings and murmurs – an
open connection between relations in time and space, past and present.

Nyampeta weaves a web of correspondences between music and celestial bodies, the
birth of the universe and the myths of origin, mathematic models and sheet music,
extracts from a book on African music as a folk art by the Cameroonian poet, musician
and radio broadcaster Francis Bebey, modified drawings from La Naissance de l'Univers
by the Rwandan priest and philosopher Alexis Kagame, Rwandan proverbs and maxims,
diagrams of radio transmission systems and the artist’s own philosophical musings.

A number of self-made string and percussion instruments rest on the wall at Stroom, and
the space contains both a harp and a reverberation plate. Visitors are invited to play
these instruments, or add their own to the growing collection of these devices.

The correspondences covering the wall refer not only to actual connections, but also to a
distance that is not about motion, movement or departure, but rather about loss. Loss of
the opportunity to go back; to rest; to stay or to remain. The artist, who was born in
Rwanda and is presently based in London, wonders if musical instruments might be able
to offer a form of relations that transcend language – or if the instruments perhaps can
give a voice to those who can no longer, or not yet speak?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Live radio broadcasts at Stroom on Friday from 6-9 pm on April 11, 18 and 25 with
Nyampeta and guests
Further broadcasts on Friday from 6-9 pm on May 2, 9, 16 and 23 with work and
gatherings of guests
Live stream radio from April 5 - May 25
‘De Damschreeuwer’: live performance at ProDemos (Hofweg 1) on Wednesday 16 April
from 5 pm to 6 pm

Visit www.seeyouinthehague.nl for a link to the broadcasts and live radio streams.
In collaboration with ProDemos, Royal Academy of Art, ISS, De Pasjenten and
numerous other groups.

See You in The Hague is an initiative of Stroom Den Haag. The program is possible in
part thanks to the support of Mondriaan Fund, Stichting Stokroos, Creative Industries
Fund NL, vFonds (Nationaal Fonds voor Vrede, Vrijheid en Veteranenzorg), Foundation
for Democracy and Media, BNG Cultuurfonds and the Municipality of The Hague.
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For more information or a meeting with Christian Nyampeta please contact curator
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